2N

Ciry warch

Arabian delights

AN Arabian themed fair is making its pres-
ence at several shopping centres to wel-
come Middle Eastern tourists to Malaysia
The fair, themed An Arabian Le

craft works, furnishing and clothing from

Asia an
03-4105 2340.

Story-telling competition
THE Sti Maha Beswatan Temple in Taman
Melat, Setapak. will be organising the
Thirumurai/famil’ Writing and. Story-
telling competition on Sunday from 8am to
m. The competition is held to promote
the study of Thevaram and Tamil language
among the younger generation. There will
also be competitions for adults and parents.
For details,call 012-6310422 (Magesh)

Just for kicks

iddle East. For details, call

xhausted on thei

shoppers' paradise,

BRAZIL Football Centre is starting its *20-
year-old and above” training session. Being
i i football enthusiast

of its kind in town,
will not be able to play on the football field.
it get to be trai Brazilian coach,

For detalls, call 03-5635 6321 or e-mail
sportsa .
Free pick-up service
SERI Sinar Charity Foundation in Pandan
Mewah, Ampang, i providing free pick-up
services for those wishing to give away
usable fumiture, clectricl tems and other
For details, call 03-4297
mn i 018%e06 1633 o &mail Ching.
.com or Visit http:]jpass.my.
aun nex
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{ERE will be a talk by an aesthetic and

Holstic doctor on Non-Surgical Facial

uency Therapy. This new

hnology on non-surgical facial ifting.

allulm and fat mdumnn wAIl M helﬂ
today from 10.30a u

Regeness Rejuvenati

s
Valley City. For details, call 5552 5757 /
012333 7372.

By DHARMENDER SINGH
Photos by LOW LAY PHON

E Nilai 3 Wholesale Centre has in just a
I few years become one of Malaysia's more
popular shopping areas. Not bad for a cen-
e where shopping was ot even pat f it
original concept
i .ot the North-South Bxpressway s Nila
interchange, was set up as an effort to save
buyers' investments at Nilai's light industrial
lots. It was created to house support industries
that backed larger factories in is vicinil
0 economic uncertainties in 1999,
mst ofth smalle industris were ot willng
o shift to the un
So in 2001, developer Pemaju Perumahan
Sungei Ramal Sdn Bhd decided to hold
house sae with only 25 los paricipating But
i suceess prompted the com e the
Negri Sembilan government to change Nilai 3
concept 0 3 varehouse shopping centre. The
company has nver looked back
Thereare curtently bout 400 light industra
unis In the area hat offr shoppers nearly
everything from carpets and furniture to
canned food, nuts, clothes, pottery, handicraft
car accessories and even cryst
e the carpet shop. offer products
from India and the Middle East. So good is the
business that it occupies five shop lots
Another that sells flower pots, vases, mini
fountains, sculptures and dried flowers from
ina, Thailand, Japan, johor and Perak takes up
five lots.

©) Beli 3 Diskaun 5’% !
D) Beli 4 Diskaun GQ’” .

(Sementara stok masih ads)
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Subuh Zohor Asi Maghrbbyat
KUMPUR 546 120 445 727 842
SHEMBAN 546 119 444 726 841
SHAHAM 546 120 445 728 843
e ana stick onyour refigerator
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& Main Telephone Line 55105133
& publicelations Ext: 254,286,250, 302
3 Town Planning Ext: 240,243,257
B¢ Legal & Enforcement  Ext: 220, 223, 226, 294, 347
§ Landscape Ext:215,218, 217,268
; Building Ext: 213,212,211
X Health Ext: 238,239,273, 271
@ Valuation and Property Ext: 241, 242,262
Engineering Ext: 229,231,232
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CALL THE COPS

IPKKUALALUMPUR  2146-0522
KL Traffc Police: 20729044
Cheras 2842222
IPKSELANGOR 55145222
Hotline 5510-2999
Ampang 2522222
Petaling Jaya 7956-2222
Shah Alam 55102222

Kiang nnan
1PKNEGRI SEMBILAN 06-766-1999

hitp://metro thestarcom.my
Mmetro@thestar.com.my

EDI'I'OI TANJlFENG
4 Stayin contact with starMetro
T il us at: 4
§ PETALING JAYA KNG

©  15Jalan 16/11, 46350 Petaling Jaya 46 Jalan Pasar, 41400 Klang
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Tel:03-7967-1388 Tel: 03-3344-897:
Fax:03-7847-2807 PUTRAIATA

SEREMBAN SFirst FrinPIG/7,
49 Jalan Yam Tuan, 70000 Seremban Precinct 9, 62250 Putrajaya
Tel: 06-761-2992, 762-6984 Tel: 03-8889-5513,

Fax: 06-761-2577

Fax: 03-7955-4039



Abdul Rahman: Trips increase during festive
: periods

Park to become a landmark

A small shop that sells crystals has its prod-
ucts brought from Brazil, South Africa,
Germany, Myanmar and Korea, among
others.

A short distance away from it, a shop offers
furniture from Indonesia. .

It isn't just products from overseas that make
their way to the wholesale centre. There are
also pottery from Ayer Hitam (Johor) and Ipoh,
mats and handicraft works from Sabah and
Sarawak besides local plastic ware, clothes and
batik.

Though Nilai 3 is a huge warehouse with
plenty of parking space, finding a vacant spot is
difficult, especially on weekends when some
80,000 shoppers visit the centre. Some come on
chartered buses from as far as Kelantan,
Terengganu, Johor and Padang Besar. There is
even a depot specially designated for such
buses.

According to Penang-based Kembara Riadah
Enterprise assistant manager Abdul Rahman
Ismail, who offers trips to Nilai 3, shoppers did

not mind the six- to eight-hour journey to the
centre.

“The number of trips increase during festive
periods,” he said,-adding that the passengers
had from noon to evening to do their shopping.

“The passengers are usually exhausted on
their trip back, but excited and pleased,” said
Abdul Rahman. “I have yet to hear them com-
plain about their purchases.”

Winnie Tan, who sells pottery and artificial
flowers, said she started her business at the
centre with only one shop lot a few years ago.
“Before long, [-had to acquire more lots to cater
to the demand," she said.

Glassware such as these are popl} items wit

in more ways than one

THE success of Nilai 3 in luring
tourists to the wholesale centre
has sparked an ingenious idea. A
tourist park, featuring scale mod-
els of some 20 landmarks in the
world, is to come up in the area.

Nilai 3 Wholesale Centre man-
agement chairman and managing
director Wong Ah San said the
idea had been proposed to- the
Negri Sembilan government.

“It could become one of the

largest tourist attractions in the -

country," he said, adding that the
replicas of Eiffel Tower, Leaning
Tower of Pisa and the Great Wall
of China, Arch of Triumph (Paris),
Taj Mahal (India), Balinese house

(Indonesia) and Colosseum
(Italy), among others, would not
be small.

“They will be of towering
height with shops inside them."

Wong said as for the landmark
of Pisa, it would be bigger than
the original and its safety would
be ensured.

“If all goes well, we will begin
with the Great Wall' of China in
September,” he said, adding that
each landmark would take six
months to complete. '

“So as to complete the whole
project by 2007, Pemaju
Perumahan Sungei Ramal Sdn
Bhd will assign different contrac-

tors to build the different land-
marks," said Wong.

The developer will also add
local flavour to the park with a
Minangkabau house, Malacca
Nyonya house, Chinatown, repli-
caiof the A Formosa Fort and a
Sarawakian longhouse.

Other buildings include a mod-
ern glass tower, a restaurant
called The Ship and an ice-cream
House. ;

“The Ship will be in a middle of
a pool with private dining areas
set on isles around it,"” said Wong,
adding that much of the 100,000
sq m space would be allocated for
restaurants.

Woﬁg: Ccuisine served in each of
the replicas will be unique to the
country in which the landmark is

“Cuisine served in each of the
replicas will be unique to the
country in which the landmark
157"

Also in the works is a one-of-a-
kind wholesale market featuring
more than 1,000 stalls.

; R
h the shoppers.

“Because of the large number of shops the
competition is great. So, most of the shops offer
competitive prices for their products,”" she
added. :

Micheal Ong, who sells brooches and jew-
ellery in crystal form, has the Negri Sembilan
government to thank for the booming business.

“It holds frequent promotions to lure more
shoppers," he said.

Shopper Norzali Kadir from Old Klang Road
said he shopped at the centre almost every
other week with his family.

“I find everything I want at one place," said
the 53-year-old.

: | find everythin I want
at one place .




